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A DANGEROUS FOE: 
QUARANTINED



WHAT IS WRITING?

It is a gathering of words used to tell a story. In the collection entitled the Encyclopedia 
Series, each volume requests that the reader interpret the content through their unique 
lens. Collage fragments, different articles, and different encyclopedia sets from the 1950’s, 
60’s and 70’s combine to offer new narratives. Contemporary magazine images, stickers, 
and packaging are also incorporated into the series. Inside the volumes are tales woven 
from words written in the past curated to resemble the future creating post factual era 
encyclopedia set.
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THE PROCESS

I started to create these zines over two summers. Starting while on a 6-week road trip throughout 
Alaska and Western Canada. I needed a portable activity that I could take with me and work on at 
campsites. I didn’t have a plan other than to enjoy a creative activity with no end game in mind. I 
created a dozen-plus sticker books, some of which made it into this collection. Then for the next year 
and a half, I wrote stories for each of them. I enjoyed the stories but eventually knew they were not 
meant to go together. I never merged them. Finally nearing Summer, I would take off for a creative 
residency, and I decided to organize my studio to determine what I would ship as supplies and 
discovered a collection of 1960’s kid’s encyclopedias my father had given me before he passed away. 
I flipped through them and the ah-ha moment hit!
 
I would cut them up and use the text to create new stories altogether. I started a few in my studio and 
instantly knew this was the idea I would work on during the residency. I arrived on location, an island 
in Lake Huron off of the Upper Peninsula of Michigan called Drummond Island. 

On day one, I unpacked and made a list of a few things I would need at the hardware store. I stopped 
in, found the items, and headed to the checkout. I met Allen at the register, and because there is only 
1,000 permanent residents on the island, he knew I was not a local. He asked me what I was up to 
with the supplies and how long I was going to be on the island. I was working on a writing project; I 
told him I was a writer and I was here for the summer and the supplies were for a few ideas I wanted 
to tinker with in between writing. Jokingly, Allen asked me if I needed a set of encyclopedias followed 
by “I know no one uses them anymore, but a lady just came in and is trying to find someone to take 
them.” My eyes got wide, and I said maybe. He gave me directions to her cottage and encouraged me 
to head over. I got into my rental car and went back to the cabin I was staying at I said to myself, “I 
have enough encyclopedias I will work with what I have.” 
 
The next day I drove back into town to pick up a bag of ice, and as soon as I pulled into the small 
grocery parking area designed for about 20 cars, Allen from the hardware store came over to my 
car and said: “Sheryl is here and she has the encyclopedias in her trunk!” Sheryl pulled her car next 
mine, and we loaded her set into my trunk. She was relieved someone would do something with 
them, and when I flipped them open and realized they were from 1958, I knew I had golden materials 
in my hand. These were pre-landing on the moon, civil right era, paragraphs filled with biased 
language and signed proudly by each author.

Out of them I create a post factual era encyclopedia set in the form of zines.
 
Please enjoy and make some zines of your own!
Want to know more about the history of zines? 
Learn about the origin of zines here:  https://unc.live/2WRIRMc 
 
Learn more about the author at Cyndicoon.com
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